


WEEK 1 INTRODUCTION

READ Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 10:25-37
WATCH Video #1: A Call to Neighboring (on the Art of Neighboring 

website) www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-group-
study

Small Group Discussion Questions
1. Is there a relationship between the Great Commission and the 

Great Commandment?

2. Have you taken the Great Commission and Great Commandment 
seriously and literally? In what ways do we try to justify ourselves 
like the lawyer did when he asked, “Who is my neighbor?” What 
must change in your life in order to give these commands the 
priority that Jesus does?

3. How well do you know your neighbors? Who are they? 

Action Steps for this Week
1. Fill in a Block Map of your eight closest neighbors (literally and 

geographically speaking!). This exercise will show how well you actually 
know your neighbors. Jot down some information according to three 
categories (This will be an ongoing project, but for now just write down 
what you currently know about each neighbor).

A. Names of everyone in the home- first and last
B. Relevant information about them that you cannot glean by simply 

observing them (not the color of their car, but things like “grew up 
in Madera”, “was in the military”, “likes baseball”)

C. In depth or meaningful Information- what they love or fear, goals 
and dreams, what motivates them….more personal information.

2. Fill in the name of people on the “Loving our Neighbors” bookmark. 
This will remind you that your literal neighbors actually have names. It 
will also help you identify your neighbors in the different contexts of 
your life (Neighborhood, Work, School, Recreation). 
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WEEK 15 AND BEYOND
Go and MAKE DISCIPLES…. by LOVING YOUR NEIGHBORS!
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2017.
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Art of Neighboring, by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon. Baker Books, 2012.
The videos and some handouts used in this study were taken directly from 
the website artofneighboring.com

Some handouts and resource material were taken directly from the 
website neighborhoodinitiative.com

Many thanks to Paul Haroutunian of Evangelicals for Social Action (ESA/
Love INC) in Fresno, CA, for encouraging and inspiring us to join God in 
what he is doing in our neighborhoods. Paul was a great help in getting 
this study off the ground at Harvest Bible Chapel Fresno.
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3. Prayer Walk- Walk around your neighborhood at least one time this 
week and pray for your eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a 
prayer guide: Pray, Wait & Watch, Join. Pray for opportunities to know 
and love your neighbors better, and watch what God does! Then join 
God in what He is doing.

4. Read Pages 9-32 in Lynn Cory’s Book Neighborhood Initiative and the 
Love of God. While you read answer the study questions found in the 
next section of this study guide.

6. What items on the list of resources appeal to you?

Small Group Discussion
1. Share about what you see God doing in your neighborhood, work-

place, school, or other contexts of your life.

2. What has God been doing in you through this study?

3. Pray for each other so that you will be faithful to join God in what 
He is doing.



WEEK 2
NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVE BEGINS AT HOME

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 9-32 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. Dallas Willard writes that Jesus’ mission in the world is “incarnational.” 
What does this mean, and how are we to respond?

2. Write out the barriers you face (internal and external) when trying 
to live out the Great Commission and Great Commandments. Next to 
each barrier write down ideas you have to overcome each barrier.

3. How can we meet the needs of widows and orphans in our day?

4. Do you view yourself as a missionary to your neighborhood, workplace, 
school, or community? How would your life be different if you viewed 
yourself as a missionary? What practical steps can you take to be 
more “missional”?

326

WEEK 14
NEIGHBORHOOD INITIATIVE BEGINS AT HOME

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 91-109 in Neighborhood Initia-
tive and the Love of  God.

1. Are you being intentional about loving your neighbors? What have you 
been doing?

2. Are you praying? With whom are you praying? Identify at least two 
other people who can commit to praying for you as you love your spe-
cific neighbors. Are you taking prayer walks?

3. How has your schedule changed through this study? Have you freed up 
time for your neighbors? What changes have you yet to make?

4. Can you identify what God is doing in each of the following contexts: 
neighborhood, work, school, social/recreation?

5. List the things you have begun doing to build relationships in your 
neighborhood, workplace, school, etc.? What else can you do? How 
and when will you do it?



5. Lynn Cory talks about the awkwardness of evangelism. Can you relate? 
He views the Neighborhood Initiative as a “context” for evangelism as 
opposed to a “strategy” or a program. What is the difference? Is his 
view helpful?

 

Small Group Discussion
1. Did you have any encounters with your neighbors this week? Were 

there any opportunities to get to know them better? Share any-
thing about what God is showing you as you pray and think about 
loving your neighbors.

2. How much of your block map were you able to fill in? What did 
you learn through this exercise?

3. Describe your neighborhood and your current relationships with 
your neighbors.

4. What opinions do you have about your neighbors? How do you 
think your neighbors view you? How might those opinions change if 
you get to know them better?
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6. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.



WEEK 3 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

This week will be devoted to personal and family application of last 
week’s study. Set aside at least one hour this week for intentional and 
specific actions that will promote knowing and loving your neighbors bet-
ter (Don’t forget about your neighbors at work, school, and play).

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart (You can do this during a brief time of family devotions. 
If you are single or otherwise in a position where you cannot share this 
with anyone at home, connect with another small group member during 
the week). Re-read Matthew 28:18-20, Luke 10:25-37 and pray to-
gether. Ask everyone to join you in loving your neighbors better. Discuss 
what action steps you can take as a family to be better neighbors.

2. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and 
befriend them, etc.)

3. Prayer Walk- Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Begin praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join. 

4. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.
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WEEK 13 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

Devote this week to application of last week’s study. Set aside one hour or 
more this week for intentional, specific actions that will promote knowing 
and loving your neighbors better.

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart (You can do this during a brief time of family devotions. 
If you are single or otherwise in a position where you cannot share this 
with anyone at home, connect with another small group member during 
the week). Re-read Ephesians 5:15-16 and Colossians 4:5-6 and pray 
together. Ask each person in your family to join you in loving your 
neighbors better.

2. Answer the questions on page 83-84: Why does the Lord want me to 
live in this place? What is the Lord doing in my neighborhood? How 
does he want me to join him? How can I best serve my neighbors? What 
are the needs of the people around me? (Also answer these questions 
as they apply to your specific  workplace, school, or recreational con-
texts.)

3. Continue to talk about and plan for the upcoming holidays, which 
can be great opportunities for meeting, serving and loving your 
neighbors. What can your family do this year in an effort to connect 
with your neighbors (and co-workers, classmates, etc.)? Are you making 
progress on your plan? What needs to happen next?

4. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and be-
friend them, etc.).

5. Prayer Walk - Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Continue praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join. 
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WEEK 4 MAKING TIME FOR KINDNESS,
HOSPITALITY, COMPASSION & PRAYER 

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 33-47 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. Lynn Cory shares his experiences with servant evangelism (washing 
windshields). What concerns arose out of his experiences? How does 
neighboring address those concerns?

2. What two practical steps does Lynn Cory suggest when it comes to 
serving your neighbors?

3. What does the author suggest is the “greatest threat” to his ability to 
demonstrate love for his neighbors? Do you agree? What other threats 
or barriers can you identify?

4. Is it difficult to get to know your neighbors? Why?

5. In the Parable of the Good Samaritan (Luke 10:25-37), there are 
several characters mentioned: The Lawyer asking Jesus the question, 
the Priest and Levite who walked by, and the Samaritan. Who can you 
identify with most? Why?

6. Is the Great Commission only for the church as a whole, or is it a com-
mission to you personally? Does that change your perspective about it? 
Is it overwhelming? How can you tap into the power and authority of 
Jesus as you are fulfilling the commission?

7. Disciple making takes place in the natural flow of one’s life (“as you 
are going…). Where does life take you on a daily basis (work, school, 
gym, grocery store, parent’s house, etc..)?

Small Group Discussion
1. Share stories experiences with each other about how your efforts 

of neighboring are going. Show your small group your block map. 
Share one new thing you learned about your neighbors this week? 
Share what your prayer walks have been like? Discuss your Neigh-
boring plans for the upcoming holidays.

2. Watch Video # 6: Peacemaking (on the Art of Neighboring web-
site) www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-group-
study

3. Discuss examples of conflicts brewing in your neighborhood, 
workplace, home, etc. Are these situations possibly kairos moments? 
How?

4. Read Ephesians 5:15-16 and Colossians 4:5-6. Share about the 
kairos moments you have experienced.

5. Discuss how we can move from a chronos mindset and toward a 
kairos mindset. What needs to change and how can we begin to 
make that change?



6. Read John 14:12-14. How can we join God by “doing even greater 
things than these”? Do you know the needs of your neighbors so that 
you can pray for them?

7. Read James 4:2. Why do some prayers go unanswered, according to 
this verse? How active are you in praying for your neighbors? Have you 
ever asked a neighbor, or coworker, etc. if you could pray for them? 
What was their response?

8. What does a willingness to pray for others communicate to them? Why 
is this important?

 

Small Group Discussion
1. Share stories experiences with each other about how your efforts 

of neighboring are going. Show your small group your block map. 
Share one new thing you learned about your neighbors this week? 
Share what your prayer walks have been like? Do you sense that 
God is at work?

2. Watch Video #2: The Time Barrier (on Art of Neighboring web-
site) www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-group-
study

3. On a scale of 1-10 how busy and hectic is your life right now? 
Explain.

4. Read Luke 10:38-42 (Mary & Martha). What was Jesus’ response 
to the choices these women made?
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WEEK 12 FIVE ESSENTIALS 

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 81-90 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. Lynn Cory writes, “We cannot try to love more; we need to allow God 
to love more through us.” What does he mean?

2. In a few short sentences describe how God has loved you. What can 
you do to allow God to love others through you in the same way?

3. Did you move into your neighborhood with a missionary and ministry 
mindset? Explan.

4. What is the difference between chronos time and kairos time? Do you 
have more of a chronos or kairos mindset? What type of mindset did 
Jesus have?

5. Write down a brief description of a kairos moment you have experi-
enced.



5. Neighboring takes time! It involves relationships, love, and prayer. 
All of these are threatened by lack of time. What are some things, 
even good things, that are keeping you from “the main thing” 
(Great commandment)? What should you eliminate today so that 
you can focus on the main thing?

6. Read Psalm 90:12 and consider this quote from “The Art of Neigh-
boring”, by Jay Pathak and Dave Runyon. “We all have limited 
time and energy. And if we don’t purposefully choose how we will 
spend it, those choices will be made for us. In essence, we just let 
life happen, passively” (Pages 50-51) Now read Matthew 25:31-
46. What will actively happen to those who let life go by passive-
ly?

7. Discuss ideas with your small group about how you can become a 
servant to your neighbors? Pray for opportunities together and be-
gin the lookout for needs in your neighborhood. Join God in what 
He is doing. Share with your small group what you see God doing 
in your neighborhood.
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WEEK 11 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

This week will be devoted to personal and family application of last 
week’s study. Set aside at least one hour this week for intentional and 
specific actions that will promote knowing and loving your neighbors bet-
ter (Don’t forget about your neighbors at work, school, and play).

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart. Re-read Ephesians 4:11-12 and Colossians 4:2-6 and 
pray together. Ask each person in your family to join you in loving your 
neighbors better.

2. Discuss what missionaries do to build their churches and share the 
gospel. Identify one or two things from that list that your household can 
begin doing. Create a plan together. 

3. Continue to talk about and plan for the upcoming holidays, which 
can be great opportunities for meeting, serving and loving your 
neighbors. What can your family do this year in an effort to connect 
with your neighbors (and co-workers, classmates, etc.)? Are you making 
progress on your plan? What needs to happen next?

4. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and be-
friend them, etc.).

5. Prayer Walk - Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Continue praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join. 

6. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.
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WEEK 5 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

Devote this week to application of last week’s study. Set aside one hour or 
more this week for intentional, specific actions that will promote knowing 
and loving your neighbors better.

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart. (You can do this during a brief time of family devotions. 
If you are single or otherwise in a position where you cannot share this 
with anyone at home, connect with another small group member during 
the week) Re-read Luke 10:38-42, Psalm 90:12, and Matthew 25:31-
46 and pray together. Ask each person in your family to join you in 
loving your neighbors better. 

2. Discuss what things in the family schedule are keeping you from loving 
your neighbors (ask each person to identify one thing). What is the 
family willing to give up in order to be better neighbors? Think about 
and discuss the upcoming holidays (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christ-
mas), which can be great opportunities for meeting, serving and loving 
your neighbors. What can your family do this year in an effort to con-
nect with your neighbors (and co-workers etc.)? Start with Halloween 
since it is nearest on the calendar.

3. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and be-
friend them, etc.)

4. Prayer Walk - Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Begin praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join. 

5. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.

6. Can you relate to having neighbors that are difficult to love? If so, de-
scribe what makes it difficult. Right now take that list to God in prayer 
for your neighbors. 

Small Group Discussion
1. Share stories experiences with each other about how your efforts 

of neighboring are going. Show your small group your block map. 
Share one new thing you learned about your neighbors this week? 
Share what your prayer walks have been like? Discuss your Neigh-
boring plans for the upcoming holidays.

2. Watch Video # 5: The Art of Receiving (on the Art of Neighboring 
website) www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-
group-study

3. Discuss how your weaknesses can be opportunities to develop rela-
tionships with your neighbors.

4. Discuss how missionaries plant and grow churches. What specific 
things must they do to build relationships to share the gospel (share 
stories from your own experiences)? Is our church Missional? What 
can we do to become more Missional? Does this start with you or 
someone else, like your church leaders (Ephesians 4:11-12)?

5. Read Colossians 4:2-6.  Pray together for the neighbors on your 
block map and bookmarks. Pray also that God show you opportu-
nities to join the work he is doing in your neighborhood, workplace, 
school, etc.
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WEEK 6 BUILDING BLOCKS, SHINING LIGHT, 
SIDE-BY-SIDE 

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 47-58 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. Often our neighborhoods (and work places, etc.) lack a sense of com-
munity. Why is that?

2. What role does trust play in building a sense of community? How can 
you build trust with your neighbors? Do you agree that even evangelism 
can seem manipulative when it’s done outside a context of a trusting 
relationship? Explain?

3. According to Randy Frazee (in his book, Making Room for Life), what 
are the five building blocks of community? 

4. Make a list of practical things you can do that touch on one or two of 
the building blocks of community.

5. Do you sense that people are isolated in your neighborhood (or at 
work, school, places of recreation)? Why? What are some practical 
things you can do to overcome isolation? 

WEEK 10 BECOMING MISSIONAL 

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 69-80 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. List a few benefits of home-centered ministry that strike a chord with 
you.

2. In Chapter 14 Lynn Cory quotes statistics that 80% of church growth 
is “biological growth or transfer growth” and that “very little growth 
comes from penetrating the ranks of the unchurched”. What are your 
thoughts about that? Is it true from your church experience? Why? How 
can neighboring change that trend?

3.  Neighborhood Initiative is compared to “what missionaries do”. Ex-
plain. Have you ever viewed yourself as a local missionary?

4. In Chapter 15 Lynn Cory explains how to begin to love your neighbors. 
What are the first steps he suggests?

5. Why is prayer so vital in the process of neighboring and evangelism? 
Write down your prayer habits.
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6. Read Matthew 5:15-16. How often do you view yourself as a source of 
light in your neighborhood, workplace, school, etc.? 

7. There are two ways we can hide our light, according to the author. 
What are they? Are you ever guilty of hiding your light? How?

8. Where will you begin shining your light (home, work, school, at the gym 
or park, etc.)? What are some practical ways to shine light?

9. What are the benefits of getting to know other Christians where you 
live, work and spend most of your time? 

10. Do you know other Christians in your neighborhood, at work, school, 
or where you play? If not, how can you begin to identify and know 
them?

11. Do you view Christians from other churches as allies? What are some 
things you can do to begin working together on the Great Command-
ment and Great Commission?

5. Prayer Walk - Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Continue praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join. 

6. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.
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Small Group Discussion
1. Share stories experiences with each other about how your efforts 

of neighboring are going. Show your small group your block map. 
Share one new thing you learned about your neighbors this week? 
Share what your prayer walks have been like? Discuss your ideas 
for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas this year.

2. Watch Video # 3: The Fear Factor (on the Art of Neighboring 
website) www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-
group-study

3. Read Luke 5:27-32 and Matthew 5:15-16.

4. How has fear impacted your ability to know and love your neigh-
bors? Does fear keep you isolated from interacting with your 
neighbors, co-workers, classmates, or others? Does fear keep you 
from shining light? What are you fearful of?

5. Does fear keep your neighbors isolated? What might they be 
fearful of? Discuss with your small group ways that you can build 
trust with your neighbors so that you reduce fear and build trust. 
Choose one thing you will do this week to build trust with your 
neighbors?

6. One way to overcome fear is by partnering with other Christians 
(Jesus sent the disciples out two-by-two). Would you feel encour-
aged or emboldened to shine more light if you could do it with 
someone else? If so, identify someone in your small group, or 
neighborhood, workplace, school, etc. who you can partner with. 
Begin to pray about this partnership. 

WEEK 9 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

This week will be devoted to personal and family application of last 
week’s study. Set aside at least one hour this week for intentional and 
specific actions that will promote knowing and loving your neighbors bet-
ter (Don’t forget about your neighbors at work, school, and play).

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart (You can do this during a brief time of family devotions. 
If you are single or otherwise in a position where you cannot share this 
with anyone at home, connect with another small group member during 
the week). Re-read Matthew 9:37-38 and 10:11-14 and pray togeth-
er. Ask each person in your family to join you in loving your neighbors 
better.

2. Discuss ways you can serve your neighbors so that your home is the 
center of ministry in your neighborhood (take in the neighbors trash 
cans, pull their weeds, help with a house project, etc.). Discuss who the 
“person of peace” is in your neighborhood. How can you cultivate that 
relationship? Identify the “strangers” in your neighborhood and take 
steps to try to meet them. 

3. Continue to talk about and plan for the upcoming holidays (Hal-
loween, Thanksgiving, Christmas), which can be great opportunities for 
meeting, serving and loving your neighbors. What can your family do 
this year in an effort to connect with your neighbors (and co-workers 
etc.)? Start with Halloween since it is nearest on the calendar. What is 
your plan?

4. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and be-
friend them, etc.).
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WEEK 7 ACTION STEPS 

Small Group will not meet this week.

This week will be devoted to personal and family application of last 
week’s study. Set aside at least one hour this week for intentional and 
specific actions that will promote knowing and loving your neighbors bet-
ter (Don’t forget about your neighbors at work, school, and play).

1. Share with your family what you are learning and what God is laying 
on your heart (You can do this during a brief time of family devotions. 
If you are single or otherwise in a position where you cannot share 
this with anyone at home, connect with another small group member 
during the week). Re-read Matthew 5:15-16 and Luke 5:27-32 and 
pray together. Ask each person in your family to join you in loving your 
neighbors better. 

2. Discuss how fear might be keeping you and your neighbors isolated 
from one another. Ask each person to identify one thing they can do 
to overcome the barrier of fear and distrust. What will you (and your 
family, or you and your Christian friend) do together to remove the 
fear barrier in your neighborhood? Continue to talk about the upcom-
ing holidays (Halloween, Thanksgiving, Christmas), which can be great 
opportunities for meeting, serving and loving your neighbors. What 
can your family do this year in an effort to connect with your neighbors 
(and co-workers etc.)? Start with Halloween since it is nearest on the 
calendar. What is your plan?

3. Fill in at least one more square on your block map this week. What will 
you do to make this happen? (Ideas: Spend time in the front yard wa-
tering, washing the car, pulling weeds, etc. As neighbors walk by wave 
to them and say hello, meet them, ask them questions about themselves. 
Walk your dog and look for opportunities to greet neighbors and 
befriend them, etc.). Pass out candy this Halloween and begin conver-
sations with your neighbors (give out the best candy on the block!).

4. Prayer Walk- Walk around your neighborhood with your family (or 
Christian friend) at least one time per week. Begin praying for your 
eight closest neighbors. Use the bookmark as a prayer guide: Pray, 
Wait & Watch, Join.

6. Have you found a “worthy person” or a “person of peace” in your 
neighborhood? If not, what can you do to identify this person?

Small Group Discussion
1. Share stories experiences with each other about how your efforts 

of neighboring are going. Show your small group your block map. 
Share one new thing you learned about your neighbors this week? 
Share what your prayer walks have been like? Discuss your Neigh-
boring plans for Halloween, Thanksgiving, and Christmas this year.

2. Watch Video # 4: Motives Matter (on the Art of Neighboring 
website)www.artofneighboring.com/6-week-interactive-small-
group-study/

3. Discuss how loving your neighbors can prevent evangelism from 
getting weird (as highlighted in the video).

4. Read Matthew 9:37-38 and 10:11-14. How can you make your 
home a center for ministry in your neighborhood? Share your ideas 
with one another. What will you do in the coming weeks to move in 
that direction?

5. In their book, The Art of Neighboring, Jay Pathak and Dave 
Runyon describe three levels on which we relate to our neighbors: 
Stranger, Acquaintance, Relationship. Think about your block maps 
for a minute. Next to each neighbor on your map write down the 
term which best describes how you relate to each one. Are they a 
stranger (don’t know their name or anything about them), acquain-
tance (know their names and wave to them, make small talk), or 
do you have a relationship with them (know personal things about 
them, spend time talking together, had them over for dinner, etc.). 
Discuss with your small group ways that you can get to the next 
step with your neighbor. What will you do in the coming weeks to 
take that next step?
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5. Pray daily for God to show you what He is doing in the lives of your 
neighbors (those names on your bookmark) and pray for opportunities 
and boldness to join the work that He is already doing.

WEEK 8 HOME-CENTERED MINISTRY 

Read and be prepared to discuss pages 59-68 in Neighborhood Initiative 
and the Love of  God.

While you read answer the following questions:

1. Do you view your neighborhood as a mission field that God has given 
you to cultivate (Matthew 9:37-38)?

2. Taking a farmer as an example, what would it look like if you were to 
work systematically in your neighborhood for God’s kingdom? Where 
would you begin? What would you do?  What would need to change 
in your life? What would it cost?

3. Read Matthew 10:11-14. How is Jesus plan different from the way 
many tend to do ministry and “outreach” today?

4. How can you make your home a center for ministry in your neighbor-
hood?

5. What are the five points in Jesus’ plan for home-centered ministry?
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