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Variables That Have the Largest Correlation with 
Professor Jackson 
and his coauthors 
observe that 
Economic 
Connectedness is 
the social capital 
measure that 
correlates the most 
with economic 
mobility. This means 
that children with 
more friends of high 
socioeconomic 
status tend to have 
higher rates of 
upward mobility. 

To what extent does each 
measure of Social Capital 
affect Economic Mobility?

Friending Bias by County

Economic Connectedness is primarily explained 
by two equally important factors:

Exposure- the extent to which people of high 
socioeconomic status and low socioeconomic 
status are exposed to one another
Friending Bias- The degree that people of high 
and low socioeconomic status actually interact 
with one another when given the opportunity

The relation between different measures of social 
capital and upward income mobility by county: Exposure by County
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Economic Mobility



Social Capital in the 
Valley at a Glance

Economic Connectedness 
by County

The Bottom 20 Zip Codes by EC in California
(Valley Counties Highlighted)

Organizations will benefit 
from identifying what factors 
of Economic Connectedness 
are at play in their focus area 
when choosing policies to 
address economic mobility.  
For example, areas lacking in 
exposure may benefit from 
changes in zoning policy. 
Areas with greater friending 
bias may benefit from 
policies that address the 
small-scale connections 
between individuals. 

To explore this 
data, please visit
socialcapital.org
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High 
School

EC National 
Percentile

Exposure National 
Percentile

Friending 
Bias

National 
Percentile

Madera 29% 8th 33.3% 13th -13.5 3rd

Edison 30.7% 10th 36.8% 18th -16.6% 1st

Sanger 31.8% 11th 33.9% 14th -6.1% 14th

Bullard 53.7% 52nd 56.6% 57th -5.2% 16th

Clovis 
West

60.9% 65th 70.4% 79th -13.5% 2nd

University 86.1% 96th 83.8% 94th 2.7 70th

EC describes the share of friends for 
low-income people that are high income.

National Percentile compares the previous 
measure of Economic connectedness with 
the country as a whole.

Exposure describes the share of 
high-income people in low-income 
people’s community.

The likelihood relative to the national 
median that low-income people will friend 
high-income people. A higher number 
means less friending bias.
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